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Executive Summary 

Treestyle Consultancy was commissioned to complete a condition appraisal of trees at three 
sites by Gawsworth Parish Council in September 2020.  This is Treestyle Consultancy's 
second tree condition and recommendation report which assessed all trees within the 
grounds at a level two arboricultural survey that involved a full VTA (Visual Tree 
Assessment). However, due to the trees being located in dense undergrowth, tree height, ivy 
and other restricting visual restraints, all remaining trees were observed at a level one 
arboricultural survey which involved a limited visual assessment.  Only trees requiring work 
upon them have been documented and recorded in accordance with BS 5837 (2012) Trees 
in relation to design, demolition and construction - Recommendations. 

The three sites comprise of Nancys Wood, Gawsworth Park and The Pleasance which all 
benefit from an excellent green infrastructure which can be appreciated but the local 
community and from passing commuters to the area.  As a group the trees provide excellent 
visual aesthetics providing a variety of benefits from breaking up the landscape to creating 
screening and privacy.   The screening of roads and residential housing suppresses noise 
and air pollutants from these areas. Trees and associated vegetation can create a warm 
welcoming environment as well as inducing social calming. 

Due to the dynamic nature of trees and the ever changing environment with global warming 
and globalisation things are rapidly changing.  Whilst no infection from Ash Dieback (ADB) 
was observed several young as well as mature ash have been identified along the 
boundaries of the Park, it is imperative that these are monitored for decline. Horse chestnut 
leaf minor and bleeding canker were also noted. Dozens of trees specifically in Nancys 
Wood were observed to have V unions with reduced mechanical strength and longevity.   
Low canopies overhanging Church Lane, footpaths and tennis courts need to be crown 
raised. Whilst tree planting can be seen within Gawsworth Park, little has been carried out 
within Nancy Wood where areas of the wood are dominated by sycamore and other trees 
with limited life potential. Extensive tree planting is recommended within Nancys Wood and 
The Pleasance.   

Most of the tree work has been recommended for completion within 6 months, however,  the 
crown raising of trees has been recommended for completion within 28 days.  

Oak, beech, lime, poplar, Scots pine and sometimes sycamore are categorised as high 
(category A) quality and value due to their size, species type and potential longevity with 40 
years plus life potential.  They are more prevalent within Gawsworth Park and The 
Pleasance, and it is therefore recommended that a tree planting project be carried out this 
winter.   The species that make up part of medium B quality and value are trees which have 
restricted longevity due to location, species type and susceptibility to disease or are short 
lived pioneer species such as willow, rowan and birch, these typically have up to 20 years 
productive life.   
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Trees with up to 10 years life potential are highlighted as low C quality because of their poor 
form with ash trees falling into this category due to ADB and horse chestnut with other pests 
and diseases.  All of the aforementioned have been categorised and mapped in Appendix B - 
Tree Numbering and Categorisation. Trees requiring work have been documented and 
categorised in accordance with BS 5837 (2012) - Trees in relation to design, demolition and 
construction - Recommendations. These timescales are guidelines to help management 
ascertain the importance, the urgency and to prioritise the work as stated in Appendix B - 
Tree Schedule.   Trees, where possible, have been grouped and recorded, their time scales, 
tree identification, observations and recommendations can be found in Appendix B - Tree 
Schedule and their locations in Appendix A - Tree Numbering and Categorisation. 

It is important that the caveats and limitations are understood, they can be read in section 
4.0 of this report. 

Type / Frequency 28 Days 6 Months Planned

Individual Trees T4, T12, T14, T16, 
T17, T18 T2, T13, T15 T3, T5, T6, T7, T8, T9, 

T10 

Groups of Trees - G19, G20 G1, G11 
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1.0 Introductions 

1.1 Treestyle Consultancy's principle assessor is Andrew McLoughlin, the Managing 
Director of Treestyle Consultancy since 2001.  I have a National Certificate in 
Arboriculture and a Higher National Diploma in Arboriculture. Qualified 
Arboriculturalist since 1998. I am also a qualified teacher and a LANTRA instructor 
and assessor. ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification, Quantified Tree Risk 
Assessor. Ancient and Veteran Tree Expert. Up to date Curriculum Vitae (which 
include records of up to date Continued Professional Development - CPD) can be 
provided upon request. 

1.2 The task of an Arboricultural Consultant is to consider all aspects of tree safety with 
regards to a trees biological and mechanical issues, however, it should be noted that 
no tree can be deemed as risk free.  The ever changing natural environment and the 
effects of global warming all put trees under stress. Unpredictable forces such as 
extreme weather, the tidal wave of none native pathogens and mans influence with 
constant development around trees can all greatly reduce a trees longevity.  Other 
essential areas for consideration are trees potential longevity, their amenity, 
landscape, ecological and conservational value, social and recreation contributions. 
The aim of the Arboricultural Consultant is to produce recommendations with the aim 
to retain green infrastructure where possible. However, recommendations are put 
forward to reduce the level of work as low as reasonably practical, given the owners 
acceptance of the level of risk and the perception of it’s value to the environment.  

2.0 The Report 

2.1 Survey Brief 

 As instructed by email Adam Keppel-Green the Parish Clerk of Gawsworth Parish 
Council the level of survey was indicated and the requirements of the assessment 
were highlighted. This information helps create the format of the report and the 
decision making process and the levels of assessment to quantify the required tree 
works within the grounds.  Health and safety was deemed paramount, in addition 
upholding the grounds visual amenity value and ensuring a continuous green 
infrastructure for the future. A suitable management plan with recommendations 
would be made in accordance with current Arboricultural best practice and tree health 
care techniques. Ultimately this report will inform/update the landowner who can then 
make the management decisions best suited to his/her requirements.   
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 All trees highlighted for inspection have been mapped and where possible trees were 
grouped.  All trees and tree groups requiring attention have been listed in Appendix B 
– Tree Schedule. Appendix A - Tree Numbering and Categorisation highlights these 
trees. Their relevant recommendations can be read in the latter part of this report. It 
should be noted that Treestyle Consultancy has no association with any company/
organisation who could be involved in carrying out any tree work that is 
recommended in this report. 

 The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Best Management Practice (BMP) 
was used with the guiding principles of a Level 1 and Level 2 inspection. 

 The normal Level 2 “basic” assessment which involves a full 360 degree view of a 
tree crown, stem and potential rooting area could not always be carried out.  This is 
because a percentage of the tree population is located on third party land were 
access could not be gained.   These areas were inspected at a Level 1 “limited 
visuals”.   This is deemed ample for their inspection due to the low occupancy of the 
areas beneath.  

 Levels of Tree Assessment 

 Level 1 Limited Visual Assessment; A visual assessment of an individual tree or a 
population of trees near a specified target, conducted from a specific perspective, in 
order to identify certain obvious defects or specified conditions.  Observations are 
made from ground level or via a drone. 

 Level 2 Basic Assessment;  A detailed visual inspection and assessment of a tree 
and the surrounding site, commonly found to possess a hazard.  The basic 
assessment requires the tree risk assessor to complete a 360 degree view of the tree 
observing crown, stem and potential rooting area.  Tree dimensions are recorded 
using hand tools and the trees in question mapped and listed on a schedule. 

 Level 3 Advance Assessment; An advanced assessment is performed to provide 
detailed information about specific tree parts, defects, targets or site conditions.  
Methods of advanced assessment can include climbing, decay detection and/or root 
excavations. 

  Objectives and scope of the report are: 
• Assess the condition of the trees and categorise them in accordance with British  

Standards BS 5837, Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction –   
Recommendation 2012. 

• Present an understanding of a trees requirements and to recommend best 
practice systems that may allow trees, people and wildlife within the grounds to 
coexist for longterm benefit. 
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2.2 Background 

 This is Treestyle Consultancy's second tree survey concerning sites relating to 
Gawsworth Parish Council.  These tree surveys are recommended to be carried out 
every 15 months by a suitably experienced and qualified Tree Consultant.  This 
allows the assessor to observe the trees in all four seasons.  

2.3 References 

•  British Standards 3998 Tree Work Recommendations 2010 
•  British Standards BS 5837, Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 

Recommendation 2012 
•  British Standards 42020 Biodiversity - Code of Practice for Planning and 

Development 2013 
•  British Standards 8545 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape - 

Recommendations 2014 
•   International Society of Arboriculture Best Management Practice Tree Risk 

Assessment 2013 

3.0 Tree Preservation Order and Conservation Area Protection 

3.1 Town & Country Planning Act (TCPA) Tree Preservation, England, Regulations 2012 
and the TCPA 1990 (as amended) provide legislative protection for trees within 
England.  Any tree work normally requires permission from the local authority which 
can be sort by going through government website planning portal.  

 https://www.planningportal.co.uk 
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4.0 Caveats and Limitations 

4.1 This survey was carried out from ground level. No aerial inspection was undertaken 
and, as such, this report can only identify defects clearly visible from the ground. A 
VTA (Visual Tree Assessment) is a level two arboricultural tree survey. This normally 
involves a full 360 degree visual of the buttress, stem and crown of the tree. While 
every attempt has been made to provide a realistic and accurate assessment of the 
trees’ condition at the time of inspection, it may have not been appropriate, or 
possible, to view all parts or all sides of every tree to fulfil the assessment criteria of a 
risk assessment. 

4.2 No tree is entirely safe given the possibility that exceptionally strong winds could 
damage or uproot even a mechanically 'perfect' specimen. It is therefore usually 
accepted that hazards are only recognisable from distinct defects or from other 
failure-prone characteristics of the tree or the site.  

4.3 Underground services were not confirmed around any of the trees surveyed. The 
potential influences of trees upon building or other structures resulting from the 
effects of trees upon shrinkable load-bearing soils or the effect of incremental root 
growth are specifically excluded from this report.   

4.4 The report reflects the tree stock as found on the day surveyed. Change of ground 
levels, soil conditions, surrounding tree cover or land use, or any ground works within 
the root zone of any tree may invalidate the content of this report. No root zone 
excavation was undertaken. 

4.5 Change of circumstance as a result of unusual weather conditions may invalidate the 
content of this report. It is recommended that trees should be reassessed after strong 
gale, 39 – 46 mph wind Beaufort scale 8. 

4.6 The content of this report is valid for 12 months from the cover date. Any works 
recommended for beyond this time period are based on expectations rather than in 
response to currently identified defects. Trees should have their condition re-
inspected by a qualified arboricultural consultant within three years of this report 
being written. 
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5.0 Site Details 

5.1 Weather Conditions at time of survey 

 The conditions were sunny and with a moderate breeze which was sufficient to allow 
for the level of survey required.  

5.2  Site Locations  

 Gawsworth Parish Council is located south of Macclesfield. The three sites comprise 
of a wooded recreational area south of the Parish which is predominately surrounded  
by fields with the remaining half being public highways and fields. Gawsworth Park is 
the busiest of areas which again is surrounded by residential housing, village halls, 
car parks and busy roads.  The Pleasance provides the greatest visual amenity value 
with thousands of passing commuters each day.  

5.3 Topography 

 The topography of Nancys Wood is relevant with the fields to the south being on a 
higher profile than its meandering stream, picnic area and public highways.  The Park 
also has several levels to its topography with the sports pitch and playground being 
on a slightly higher elevation compared to that of the picnic area and tennis courts.  
The area with the highest elevation is along Church Lane and the Parks car park.  

5.4 Underlying Soils 

 The soils parent material within the grounds is glaciofluvial deposits. The soil texture 
is a bit of a mixture, however, it is predominately sand to sandy loam with a deep soil 
depth.    

 Ref; British Geological Survey materials NERC(2015)  

5.5 The Grounds  

• Gawsworth Park is a wonderful social and recreation area with picnicking tables, 
children's play area, a sports field, tennis courts and a wonderful walkway 
that guides you through the grounds.  Within are some large mature tree as 
well as many other trees which create great age diversity.  Many trees that 
are well established are still in early maturity, several newly planted young 
trees can also be seen. The boundaries of the Park house dense wooded 
areas that occupies many mature trees, some which is inaccessible.   There 
are a couple of large mature ash which require regular monitoring. This area 
has the greatest targets with residential properties, buildings, car parking and 
roads with fast moving traffic all having high occupancy. 
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• Nancys Wood provides a great area for recreation with good visual amenity value 
with tracks through the trees with individual picnic areas amongst the trees. 
There is good variety of age and species diversity with large mature beech 
and oak with their dominant canopies which is essential for the diversity and 
ecology of the wood.  These trees also play an essential roll in the 
stabilisation of the steep sloped sides of the embankment and Ben Brook. 
These areas are generally regarded as having low occupancy due to the 
public passing quickly beneath the trees for only short periods of time. The 
greatest threat of tree failure/branch loss in this area would be in high winds. 
The wooded areas greatest issue is with the codominant stemmed trees and 
specifically the sycamore species which is discussed later in this document.  
This area requires replanting to ensure the safety and longevity of the wood. 

• The Pleasance has the highest visual amenity value which can be appreciated by 
the thousands of commuters each day. Within this  area of high amenity value 
can be found a War Memorial, seating area and Preaching Cross. These are 
dwarfed by the outstanding green infrastructure that overhangs this highly 
visible public area. This area has limited age and species diversity, especially 
in light of the reduced life expectancy of the horse chestnuts. Surrounding 
The Pleasance are targets such as residential properties and Church Lane 
with fast moving traffic all having high occupancy. 

Assessment of Ecology and its Potential Constraints  

5.6 Within the grounds are trees that are home to varied species of wildlife as well as 
birds, mammals and bats which benefit from the presence of these trees. This is 
primarily because after they were reduced, decaying fungi allow hollowing of the 
trunks which in turn allow wildlife to thrive.  These issues could impose significant 
constraints of the use, management and development of these trees, as well as the 
timing for trees works.      

6.0  Biological or Mechanical Issues 

6.1 Throughout the grounds of the school are trees that house deadwood with the 
potential to fall onto targets beneath. These target areas are predominately places 
where staff and children pass beneath their canopies.  There is low potential 
occupancy with these areas, however, should failure occur and strike a parent or 
children this could result in a significant injury.   

N.B. Target areas are places where a tree or tree part could fall and land on a building, 
structure or a person causing damage or injury.  This report makes 
recommendations, however, it is the responsibility of the landowner to make the 
management decisions concerning the trees. 
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6.2  Many trees within Nancys Wood have mechanically weak structures due to 
codominant stems with V shaped union and bark inclusion. T15 hawthorn in 
Gawsworth Park also displays this type of union. These unions have been recently 
researched to have up to 42% weaker structures than a convention stem/branch 
union (D Slater 2016).  Whilst failure has not occurred yet, the increased age and size 
of the tree comes the increased probability of failure.  Whilst T21 has had cable 
bracing installed which, if kept too tight, can decrease the trees ability to exercise 
restricting its movement in strong winds, this movement allows the tree to put on 
reaction wood to accommodate its weakness.     

6.3 The inspection was carried out at the end of the summer when the trees have a full 
canopy of leaves, including the ash.  The symptoms of ash dieback (ADB) was 
observed and it is expected that they will suffer their fate to the disease and will 
require removing in the near future. Most mature ash had healthy canopies, however, 
some of the younger small ones had stage 1 and 2 ADB, see the the attached 
documents.  

6.4 A large cavity of dysfunctional wood with large amounts of wound wood can be 
observed on the stem of a large Ash tree located in Gawsworth Park.   There is 
restricted access to the trees stem and crown which also houses an abundance of 
deadwood.  Near to this is another tree which is overhanging a residential property, 
this appears to be in a serious stage of decline with little or no leaf cover. 

7.0 Species Composition  

7.1 The three areas have been discussed separately as they are very different in their 
land uses. 

 The tree species within Gawsworth Park are generally excellent and mostly of high 
quality and value. However, there are areas where trees of medium to low quality and 
value  exist. The trees with potential longevity are categorised as high quality and 
value, these are Corsican pines (Pinus nigra), red oak (Quercus rubra), cherry 
(Prunus spp), birch (Betula spp), beech (Fagus sylvatica), poplar (Populus alba) and 
lime (Tilia cordata). There is also good age diversity with several newly planted trees 
and many in early maturity.  

 Nancy’s Wood has very contrasting issues with its species diversity with its area of 
monocultural Sycamores.  Other areas house many Scot pine (Pinus sylvestris) with 
an understory of holly (Ilex aquifolium) as well as other smaller species. Scots pine 
(Pinus sylvestris), oak (Quercus robur) and beech (Fagus sylvatica) all have the 
potential longevity of 250 years.   

 The green infrastructure of the The Pleasance is wonderful with large mature Norway 
maple (Acer platanoides), red oak (Quercus rubra),  copper beech (Fagus sylvatica 
Purpurea) and  horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum). 
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7.3 The pie chart below shows the categorisation of the tree population that has been 
highlighted for attention, it has been focused on individual trees.  Trees have been 
categorised as follows;  category A trees are the oak, cherry, sycamore and lime 
which have the life potential of 40 years plus,  category B trees that don't warrant 
category A yet due to their smaller size, these may move into the higher category as 
they mature.  Horse chestnut have being categorised as medium quality due to the 
susceptibility to disease.  Category C trees are growing within groups of trees 
predominately found within woodlands.  These are generally short lived species in 
areas of low amenity value and have a life expectancy of 10 years. Category U which 
are normally dead, dying or dangerous are trees.   Ash have been placed into this low 
categorisation due to the presence of ADB being in the UK. 

  Table 1 shows the general quality and value of the tree population of the trees, it should be noted that a large 
number of these trees are ash which have been recorded the same as a smaller one which may have much 
lesser visual impact. 

8.0 General Overview and Discussion 

8.1 Gawsworth Parish Council have done an excellent job of tree planting within  within 
Gawsworth Park which can be appreciated by dog walkers, children and the local 
residents. The Park and the Pleasance play an important and essential role in 
creating a warm, welcoming environment, breaking up a hard landscape in this busy 
residential area.  These trees also create screening and privacy, reducing noise and 
air pollution.  However, there is now limited age and species diversity due to most of 
the species being pioneer, planted for quick establishment. Combine this with the 
ADB infection creates concerns, most of the green infrastructure lines the boundaries 
of the grounds. Whilst they provide essential screening qualities, there is limited 
diversity. 
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8.2 Within Gawsworth Park there are a number of large mature ash trees, whilst they 
were not identified as having Ash Dieback (ADB) at the time of assessment they still 
have a high probability of being infected.  The disease can produce abnormal 
amounts of deadwood which increases over time, unfortunately the infected ash 
cannot be realistically retained and it is recommended that they be removed.  What is 
critical is that the larger more mature ash are regularly assessed for ADB infection or 
removed.  Failure to remove them whilst they have vascular activity will greatly 
increase the risk and danger of failure due to the brittle nature of the tree.  This leads 
to other issues such as increased costs for removal and making these trees safe, the 
increased danger and the high demand for qualified, insured and experienced tree 
surgeons. It is however, essential that the identification of the infection of the disease 
has been made by a suitably qualified and experience arboricultural consultant before 
any ash are removed.  It is anticipated that 5-10% of ash trees will be resistant to the 
disease and they will be needed in order to help re-establish the species back into 
the British Isles. 

8.3 The two Horse Chestnuts located in The Pleasance may have limited longevity due to 
Horse Chestnut Bleeding Canker (Pseudomonas syringae).     The infected tree may 
survive for many years as disease progression can be very slow or even show signs 
of recovery. The Horse Chestnut Leaf Minor and Leaf Blotch are two pests that can 
cause early loss of foliage in the summer months. Whilst this may not be detrimental 
as of yet to the tree it can help lose the trees aesthetics.  Removal of the fallen leaves 
in autumn and winter may reduce the worsening of this issue. Please read the links 
below for the recommendations on how to deal with these pests and diseases.      

8.4 The future for our tree population in the UK is uncertain due to global warming and 
the threats of drought and the increased risk of damage from pests, pathogens, wind 
and fire.  The key to good management of a green infrastructure is diversification with  
the planting of trees species and with well managed planting schemes which includes 
the essential post planting aftercare.f the right tree is planted in the right place then 
this can produce huge benefits with minimal maintenance costs.  

8.5 This is an excellent opportunity to get children involved in tree planting which is 
happening across the UK. Getting the children to plant trees can be an educational 
tool as well as giving them a sense of ownership and responsibility.   Advice on tree 
planting advise can be sort from Treestyle Consultancy, additionally, links to the 
current guidance can be found in the latter part of this document. 
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8.6 Sycamore are a non native exotic which have the potential to dominate a woodland 
area if left unmanaged.  They are now dominant yet provide some woodland ecology 
and their presence can be important, just not in these numbers. If left unmanaged 
they can dominate a woodland and become a sterile monoculture of trees. This is 
particularly bad for several reasons; firstly this greatly reduces the diversity of the 
ecology of the woodland, secondly if a pest or disease is identified  which is 
favourable to sycamore then the entire woodland can be lost in a very short period of 
time. 

8.7 Both individual trees and groups of trees have been highlighted in Appendix B - Tree 
Schedule.  Generally speaking the chances of either a tree or tree part failing are 
considered to be possible by the next inspection with the consequences of a failure 
being significant.  The highest risk of damage or injury could arise from the deadwood 
falling from trees in high winds. 

9.0 Other Works and Future Considerations 

9.1 It is recommended that all trees included in this survey be re-inspected on a fifteen 
month cycle. This will allow the inspector to view the tree over different sections of its 
annual cycle (dormancy in winter, bud burst in spring, full leaf in summer, leaf drop & 
fungal activity in autumn).  

9.2 Current changes in the climate, the tidal wave of pest and diseases that are entering 
the country are also having a dramatic effect on our tree population. The continuous 
replanting and replacement of trees is essential to uphold a continuous green 
infrastructure for the future. Therefore, a continuous tree planting scheme should be 
considered which would see the replacement of a minimum of two to one ratio in 
addition to regular tree planting. The correct planting procedure is essential if these 
trees are to survive and flourish in years to come.  

9.3 Existing trees offer a potential range of foraging and habitat opportunities for wildlife. 
Some of which may include protected species, such as nesting birds and bats. Both 
groups are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (amended 2010) and 
as such must be considered accordingly, prior to undertaking works to the onsite 
trees.  
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9.4 The removal of ivy from tree is important so that a full VTA can be carried out. Ivy can 
hide cracks, fungal brackets, weak unions, cavities etc on the stems or higher crown 
form that could cause mechanical failure. This can be carried out by severing the Ivy 
at the base, allowing the ivy to die.  Then a professional arborist maybe able to climb 
and remove it from the tree. This will require the ivy to be severed at the base every 
year. Now the tree can be properly assessed.  This may only be applicable to trees 
with targets beneath or of good visual amenity value as there are ecological benefits 
to ivy. 

9.5 Any development near to trees requires a tree survey to be carried out to British 
Standards BS 5837, Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 
Recommendation 2012. Part of this report is an arboricultural method statement that 
explains the procedure for working near trees. If development is carried out 
incorrectly without an Arboricultural Method Statement being written it would highly 
likely see the loss of nearby trees. Changes of land use, vehicles driven over root 
plates and areas of high activity can cause stress in trees. It is important that all the 
trees within the grounds are properly assessed and monitored for biological and 
mechanical issues. It is especially important in areas of high activity where people 
may be congregating for periods of time. 
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Responsibilities 
TREE RISK MANAGER  
(tree owner, property manager or 
controlling authority)

TREE RISK ASSESSOR  
(as defined in scope of works)

TREE WORKER  
(as defined in scope of works)

Consider the duty of care  
Define and communicate 
tree risk management 
policies  
Determine the need to 
inspect the trees in question  
Identify the geographical 
limits of the tree inspection  
Explain target zone use  
Specify the desired level of 
assessment  
Establish the budget  
Decide the level of 
acceptable risk  
Establish the inspection 
frequency  
Determine the scope of the 
work  
Prioritise work  
Choose among risk 
mitigation options  
Provide required information 
to the risk assessor

Identify tree and site 
conditions to inspect  
Evaluate and classify the 
likelihood of a tree failure 
impacting a risk target  
Estimate the potential 
consequences of a tree 
failure  
Record and explain finding 
to the client  
Determine and recommend 
advanced assessments, if 
needed  
Determine tree risk  
Provide option for treatment 
to mitigate risk  
Estimate residual risks after 
treatment  
Recommend inspection 
frequency  
Develop a report  
Provide specification for 
selected treatments

Provide requested services;  
• Tree work safety review  
• Pruning  
• Removal  
• Support systems  
• Lightning protection  
• Tree health treatments  
• Transplanting  
• Tree replacement  

Identify the need for follow 
up treatments
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A Summarised Management Plan for Woodland Areas 

A Summarised Management Plan for Newly Planted Trees 

A Summarised 10 Year Management Plan for Sycamore 

10 years 5 years 1 year 6 months 28 days

Replanting of 
wooded areas

Thinning 
removing dead, 
dying or 
diseased. 
Maintaining the 
unwanted tree 
species such as 
sycamore 
Replanting of 
wooded areas

Severing of Ivy 
at the base of 
trees near 
target areas  
Removed 
unwanted 
saplings, 
Sycamore 
Culling of 
squirrels

Assessment of 
deadwood with 
targets beneath 
or storm 
damaged trees 

10 years 3-5 years 1 year 6 months

Review tree 
planting strategy

Remove and 
replace dead or 
dying trees  
Formative pruning  
Remove or lower 
tree ties

Check tightness 
of tie straps

Replace tree 
wood chippings  
Water trees in the 
dry periods of the 
summer months

10 years 2-3 years 1 year 6 months 28 days

Remove larger 
Sycamore trees 
without creating 
large holes in 
the canopy

Remove 1 in 5 
Sycamore 
trees, dead, 
dying, diseased 
or trees with 
poor form.  
Crown 
reduction on the 
larger 
Sycamores

Tree planting 
replacement 
with native 
upper and 
understory 
trees

Removing 
saplings and 
other small 
Sycamore trees
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Useful web links 

 Tree Planting and Species Guidance 

 Tree Planting Manual https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/
urban-tree-manual/ 

 Tree Species Selection Guide  http://www.tdag.org.uk/uploads/4/2/8/0/4280686/
tdag_treespeciesguidev1.3.pdf 

 Tree Species Selection Guide to Informed Decision Making https://
www.barchampro.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Species-Selection-FINAL.pdf 

 Ash Dieback https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Portals/0/Chalara%20docs/
The%20Tree%20Council%20Ash%20Dieback%20Action%20Plan%20Toolkit%20FINAL.pdf?
ver=2019-02-11-124648-123&timestamp=1549889719913 

 https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/pest-and-disease-
resources/chalara-ash-dieback-hymenoscyphus-fraxineus/ 

 Grey squirrels https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100263520/ps-
wt-2014-grey-squirrel-management-ps.pdf?cb=3819311e674241c0924fedcb48a432f9 

 The Toxic School Run https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/
2018/09/UUK-research-briefing-The-toxic-school-run-September-2018.pdf?
_ga=2.193405678.2100286032.1575282622-1110326809.1575282622 

 Houses of Lords debate June 2019  https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2019-06-11/
d e b a t e s / E 3 C E 4 9 E 4 - D F 0 D - 4 2 2 1 - 9 8 8 5 - 7 E 5 8 D 2 C F 0 B 7 1 /
Children’SHealthVehicleEmissions 

 Common Sense Risk Management of Trees http://ntsgroup.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2016/06/FCMS025.pdf 

 Trees and the Law https://www.trees.org.uk/Trees.org.uk/media/Trees-org.uk/
Documents/GuideToTreesAndTheLaw-Web.pdf 
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 Appendix A - Tree Numbering and Categorisation 

Tree Numbering and Categoristion

Site

Gawsworth Park and The Pleasance

Author

Andrew McLoughlin

Instructed by

Gawsworth Parish Council

Date

23rd September 2020

Key
Tree T

Group of Trees G

BS5837 2012 Tree categorisation 

Category A High quality & value

Category B Medium quality & value

Category C Low quality & value

Category U Recommended removal



 Appendix A - Tree Numbering and Categorisation 

Tree Numbering and Categoristion

Site

Nancys Wood

Author

Andrew McLoughlin

Instructed by

Gawsworth Parish Council

Date

23rd September 2020

Key
Tree T

Group of Trees G

BS5837 2012 Tree categorisation 

Category A High quality & value

Category B Medium quality & value

Category C Low quality & value

Category U Recommended removal



Appendix B - Tree Schedule

ID number Common name  Latin name Age Height 
metres

DBH 
mm  Rating Life 

expect 
Approx work 
completion Observations  Recommendations Location Amenity value & 

occupancy

G1 Lime Tilia cordata Mature 15 500 - 
350 B2 20 Planned Three trees with poor form overhanging the road Planned removal and replacement Nancy’s 

Wood
Good  screening and 

medium occupancy being 
a road

T2 Scots pine Pinus sylvestris Dead 3 100 U 0 6 months Dead tree next to bench Remove 
Upper picnic 

area in Nancy’s 
wood

Low visual a occupancy 

T3 Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus Mature 17 900 C2 10 Planned 

Previously heavily reduced due to basal decay, failed 
regrowth on western stem, expected increased areas 

of decay and mechanical weakness 
Planned reduction to 5m pole Nancy’s Wood 

boundary road 
Good visual and 

moderate occupancy 

T4 Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus Mature 18 400 C2 10 Planned Codominant stem Remove and replace Nancy’s 

Wood
Moderate visual and low 

occupancy 

T5 Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus Mature 18 350 C2 10 Planned Codominant stem Remove and replace Nancy’s 

Wood
Moderate visual and low 

occupancy 

T6 Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus Mature 18 400 C2 10 Planned Codominant stem, dead and hanging branches 

over picnic tables Remove and replace Nancy’s 
Wood

Moderate visual and low 
occupancy 

T7 Beech Fagus sylvatica Mature 15 600 B2 20 Planned Below average crown canopy None Nancy’s 
Wood

Good value and low 
occupancy 

T8 Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus Mature 18 400 C2 10 Planned Codominant stem Remove and replace Nancy’s 

Wood
Moderate visual and low 

occupancy 

Key;  Green text is High Quality and Value, Blue is Medium, Grey is Low and Red is Remove, see Appendix D - for  Tree Categorisation Chart                                                                                                                                                                                  
DBH Diameter at Breast Height.  Life expect of 40 suggests 40 years plus



Appendix B - Tree Schedule

ID number Common name  Latin name Age Height 
metres

DBH 
mm  Rating Life 

expect 
Approx work 
completion Observations  Recommendations Location Amenity value & 

occupancy

T10 Red oak Quercus rubra Mature 17 850 B2 20 Planned Area of dysfunctional wood and weak union 5m up 
stem, small deadwood in canopy Remove deadwood The Pleasance

Outstanding visual 
amenity value with 

moderate occupancy

G11 Horse chestnut Aesculus 
hippocastanum Mature 25 950 B2 10 Planned

Two trees with various biological issues. Bleeding 
canker, HC leaf minor resulting in a greatly reduced life 

potential
Planting of new different species in 

preparation for their removal The Pleasance Good visual value and 
high occupancy 

T12 Red oak Quercus rubra Mature 17 850 A2 40 28 days Low canopy over road has been struck by passing 
high sided vehicles

Crown raise removing where possible 
small lateral branches The Pleasance

Outstanding visual 
amenity value with 

moderate occupancy

T13 Ash Fraxinus excelsior Mature 18 800 C2 5 - 20 6 months Large area of stem damage and susceptible to Ash 
dieback(ADB) Monitor for crown dieback

Eastern 
boundary of 

park

Good feature trees with 
high occupancy 

T14 ? Dead 7 150 U 0 28 days Dead tree on boundary overhanging residential 
building Remove Southern 

boundary
Residential target area, 

low aesthetics 

T15 Hawthorn Cratageus 
monogyna Mature 4 150 C2 5 6 months 

Previous dead branches removed leaving extensive 
area of dysfunctional wood next to v union 

overhanging residential garden 
Hard reduction to 1.5m Western 

boundary
Moderate visual and low 

occupancy 

T16 Willow Salix spp Mature 7 300 C2 10 28 days Multiple stems with low canopy over path Crown raise over footpath Northern 
boundary 

Good visual value and 
moderate  occupancy 

T17 Poplar Populus x 
canadensis Mature 30 950 A2 40 28 days Low canopy overhanging tennis court, one branch has 

snapped and hanging, also covered in ivy
Crown raise and remove hanger and 

ivy
Western 
boundary 

Great visual aesthetics 
and high occupancy 

T18 Willow Salix spp Mature 7 300 C2 10 28 days Multiple stems with low canopy over path Crown raise over footpath Southwestern 
boundary 

Low visual value and 
moderate  occupancy 

G19 Various Early to 
mature 3 - 15 50 - 

450 B2 20 6 months Dense area of vegetation with no access Clear an inspection route Western 
boundary

Good  screening and high 
occupancy being 

residential housing

G20 Various Early to 
mature 3 - 15 50 - 

450 B2 20 6 months 
Wooded boundary creating good screening housing 

many suppressed trees with poor form and limited life 
potential, footpath created within with many hazards 

Thin out and replant Southern 
boundary

Good  screening and high 
occupancy being 

residential housing

T21 Birch Betula spp Mature 20 500 B2 20 6 months Cable bracing installed requires management Cable bracing requirers adjusting Overhanging 
tennis courts

High visual value and 
high occupancy 

Key;  Green text is High Quality and Value, Blue is Medium, Grey is Low and Red is Remove, see Appendix D - for  Tree Categorisation Chart                                                                                                                                                                                  
DBH Diameter at Breast Height.  Life expect of 40 suggests 40 years plus
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