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Data released by the ONS from 
the 2021 Census helps paint a 
picture of our community.

1700 people live in Gawsworth 
(one less than in 2011) across 
740 households. Gawsworth 
is a notably older population 
and we are rather different from 
the national average in several 
respects.  

The census is undertaken by the 
Office for National Statistics every 
10 years and gives a picture of 
all the people and households 
in England and Wales. This 
detailed snapshot of our society 
helps the government, local 
authorities and a wide range of 
people and organisations to do 
their work and to plan and fund 
local services. All information 
is anonymised and the actual 
census records are kept secure 
for 100 years after which we can 
all use old census records for 
researching our family history.

Perhaps linked with our older 
age profile more of us than the 
national average are married or 
in a registered civil partnership, 
59.5% v 44.7%, and only 13.7% 
of us are students compared 
with 20.4% nationally.  More 
of us in Gawsworth own their 
homes outright (57.3% v 32.5%) 
and   Gawsworth has more two 
person households yet we have 
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more 4 bedroom and fewer 1 
and 2 bedroom homes than the 
national norm.  

Rather more of us work from 
home or drive to work than 
nationally but 47.3% of us are 
economically inactive compared 
with the national average of just 
39.1%, but only 0.7% of us are 
‘unemployed’ (compared with 
3.5% nationally). We do seem 
comparatively rather ‘well off’ 
with many more 2, 3 or more car 
households.  
We are not a very ethnically 
diverse community with 98.1% 
(compared with 81% nationally) 
being white. Almost two-thirds 
of residents are Christian (62.2% 
vs 46.3% nationally) and just 
under one-third hold no religion 
(31.2% vs 36.7% nationally). No 
one reporting they were Hindu, 
Jewish or Muslim.  

Wildflowers 
Coming Soon
Two volunteer sessions have 
been preparing the ground for a 
new patch of wildflowers along 
Woodhouse Lane.

Led by Ranger Mark, the turf has 
been stripped on the bank ready 
for an assortment of wildflower 
seeds to be scattered. Shifting the 
turf was a big task but ensures 
there is no competition for the 
seeds once they are sown. 

The seed mix will be a mix of 
annuals giving a stunning first 
year display and perennials that 
will support wildlife year in, year 
out! Watch this space!
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We also have fewer non-UK 
passport holders and fewer 
residents born outside the UK.  

You can view the full profile of 
Gawsworth residents on the 
Gawsworth Life website. Or you 
can explore the national data on 
the 2021 census website. 

The Gawsworth Gazette is published 
monthly by Gawsworth Parish  
Council. It is funded by the Parish 
Council and the Gawsworth Hub. 

To submit articles, advertise or  
subscribe to the digital 
mailing list email:  
clerk@gawsworthpc.org.uk

https://www.gawsworthlife.co.uk/gawsworth-2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census


It was in Spring 2011 when we 
first opened for business as 
Gawsworth Community Shop, 
a not-for-profit organisation 
providing a local food store and 
newsagents run by the village 
for the village.
 
13 years later we continue to 
trade successfully, now as a 
Community Hub comprising 
shop, café and meeting place.  
Our Hub is run by volunteers for 
the benefit of the community.
 
We are now more than half way 
through our three year plan to 
develop the Hub as a sustainable 
enterprise.  A key part of this plan 
is to offer attractive volunteer 
opportunities for all ages.  
Volunteering can be a great way 
to use and develop skills, as 
well as for meeting people and 
making friends. 
 
For more details of our current 
opportunities please call in at the 
Hub or contact Neil Phillips via 
chair@gawsworthhub.co.uk
 

Mother’s Day is on 10th March 
this year, so why not call into 
the Hub and see our range of 
confectionary, cards and gifts. 

The next two Repair Cafés will 
be on Saturday 2nd March and 
Saturday 6th April from 2pm 
to 4pm, even if you don’t have 
something that needs fixing why 
not call in to say hello and have 
a cuppa and cake (or something 
healthier!).

On 13th March from 9.00 to 
11.00 in the meeting place we 
have someone from Peaks and 
Plains to advise and answer 
questions and in the afternoon is 
the monthly meeting of Knit and 
Natter.

News from the Hub
Tickets will be going on sale soon 
for our Supper and Quiz night on 
27th April at the Village Hall. It 
promises to be a fun night, with 
good food, a bar and questions 
that apparently have never 
featured on The Chase.

Save the date: on October 12th a 
we are holding another Harvest 
Hoedown! Look out for details 
nearer the time.

A few people have expressed 
an interest in learning to play 
Bridge, so hopefully soon we’ll be 
starting sessions for this. 

If you are interested, in instructing 
or learning lease call in at 
the Hub or email accounts@
gawsworthhub.co.uk. 

Opening Hours
Monday       08:00 – 13:30
Tuesday       08:00 – 13:30
Wednesday       08:00 – 13:30
Thursday       08:00 – 16:00
Friday       08:00 – 16:00
Saturday       08:00 – 16:00
Sunday       08:00 – 10:30

Green Bin  
Collections
Cheshire East Council’s 
subscription scheme for Green 
Bin collection is now active.

While many residents have 
bought their bin sticker other 
households have decided not 
to pay and are considering their 
options for staying ‘green’. 

Residents are reminded that 
we are lucky to have a facility 
for composting in the middle 
of Gawsworth, at the recycling 
centre on Congleton Road.  

Residents can also make 
arrangements with neighbours 
to share green bins but maybe 
the most attractive option is to 
compost green waste in your own 
back garden.  

There’s lots of information on the 
Cheshire East website including 
some helpful videos, just search 
for ‘home composting’.

Gawsworth 
Diary
Here’s the run down of what’s 
going on in Gawsworth in 
March.

Every Thursday (exc. 21st) 
Methodist Church Coffee 
Mornings, 10am

Every Thursday 7pm
Gawsworth Scouts 

Every Monday
Gawsworth Beavers 6pm
Gawsworth Cubs 7pm

Every Tuesday 6pm
Girls Brigade @ Methodist Hall

Tuesday 5th 7:30pm
Gawsworth WI @ the Village Hall

Wednesday 6th & 20th 2pm-
4pm
Watercolour painting workshop 
@ Gawsworth Hub*

Tuesday 12th 7:30pm
Parish Council meeting @ Village 
Hall

Wednesday 13th 2pm-4pm
Knit & Knatter @ Gawsworth Hub

Thursday 21st 10am
Luncheon Club @ Methodist Hall
Call 01625 433 239 to book

Thursday 21st 10am-3pm
WI Craft Group. Craft/Coffee/Chat 
@ St James Meeting Room

Tuesday 26th 1:30pm-4:30pm
Silk painting @ Gawsworth Hub*

* See Diane @ Gawsworth Hub to book.



Mobile Library
The mobile library will be on 
Church Lane from 3:45 to 4:10 
on  Thursday 14th March.

www.paulbethellelectrical.co.uk

Foxbrook Farm, Shellow Lane, 
Gawsworth, SK11 9RS

07889 784624

A professional, local  
solution to all your electrical, 
lighting, security and 
CCTV needs.
•	 CCTV
•	 Alarms
•	 Computer Networking
•	 Rewrires and Extensions
•	 Inspection	Testing	&	Certification
•	 New Builds

Would you like to join the small group of local 
gardeners who are hoping to open their garden to 
the public as part of the National Garden Scheme 
(“The Yellow Book Scheme”) in 2025?

Not only will you get the sense of pleasure 
and achievement that comes with seeing your 
garden appreciated by other people but also the 
satisfaction of helping to raise money for charities 
such as Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, 
Parkinson’s UK and Carers Trust.

We hope to have gardens of all sizes and levels 
of ambition. For more information, please contact 
Marion Oliver on 07810 693 421 or  
marion.oliver@hotmail.co.uk

National Garden 
Scheme

Karen Ross art 
classes
Karen Ross has produced this 
lovely painting of Gawsworth 
Church specially for The 
Gazette. 

Karen runs art classes at St. 
James Church meeting room 
every Wednesday 11am - 1pm 
and 1 pm - 3 pm, welcoming 
absolute beginners and those 
with more experience. 

Karen says that, in a relaxed 
and friendly environment, she 

covers the principles of drawing 
and painting and attendees can 
practice techniques and subjects 
such as landscapes, portraiture, 
still life and many more.  

A variety of different mediums 
is used including charcoal, 
graphite, watercolour, pen & ink, 
acrylic and collage. 

Karen was born and grew up 
in Cheshire and started as an 
interior soft furnishings designer 
before moving to become a 
professional artist and illustrator. 
Karen primarily paints from 
sketches and photographs 
captured whilst travelling. 
  
For more information contact 
Karen on 07837 814778 or email 
k.rossart@ntlworld.com



Gawsworth Parish Council 
meets on the second Tuesday 
each month in the Village 
Hall. Here’s a round up of the 
February meeting.

No members of the public 
joined us in the village hall in 
February – did you know we set 
aside time at the start and end of 
every meeting to hear from the 
community so if you’ve ever got 
anything to say please do come 
along – you can even speak 
remotely via Zoom!

The council had a lengthy 
discussion over whether to 
make a submission to the 
Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England as part 
of its review of the Cheshire East 
ward boundaries. The focus 
of the discussion was whether 
the whole of the parish should 
be within a single CE ward as 
presently the Gawsworth Moss 
area is within Macclesfield South 

whilst the remainder of the 
parish is in Gawsworth CE ward. 
Councillors argued there was 
some benefit to the parish being 
split across two borough wards 
noting that it meant the parish 
council had a greater number of 
councillors to engage with on 
matters and that the Gawsworth 
Moss area was less rural than 
the remainder of the parish. It 
was felt that the council did not 
have the views of residents as 
to whether they would wish for 
the Gawsworth Moss ward to 
remain in Macclesfield South or 
be reunited with the remainder 
of the parish in Gawsworth ward. 
The council resolved to make no 
submission to the LGBCE.

The second main item was 
whether the parish needs more 
litter/dog waste bins. After a brief 
discussion it was agreed that 
it doesn’t and not to explore it 
further.

A comment of ‘No objections’ 
was submitted on the Shellow 
Lane planning application (right).

The Parish Matters item on 

Parish Council 
Report

Latest Planning 
Applications
You can view details of planning 
applications at: planning.
cheshireeast.gov.uk

24/0405M - Land of Shellow 
Lane, Swindells Farm Proposed 
agricultural calf housing shed, 
concreting and solar panels.

24/0531M - 22  Sussex Avenue 
Proposed erection of single storey 
garden room within rear garden

24/0702M - Brookside 
Bungalow, Lowes Lane 
Demolition of an existing vehicle 
maintenance building, removal of 
caravan storage and erection of 
one self-build dwelling

every agenda is an opportunity 
for councillors to bring matters 
forward for future discussion/
resolution - issues raised included 
the need to progress repairs at 
Nancy’s Wood, standing water 
on the main road and a pothole 
on Penningtons Lane not being 
repaired by CEC.

Volunteers assisted Parish 
Ranger Mark side out the hedge 
in front of the village hall in 
February.

Over time the soil at the base of 
the hedge by the village hall has 
built up and it was encroaching 
both the pavement and the car 
park.

Volunteers were sought to lend 
a hand on clearing the soil and, 
fuelled by good coffee and 
wonderful brownies, a team led 
by Ranger Mark shifted the soil 
and did an excellent job! A new 
sign will shortly be installed at the 
entrance.

Hedge sided 
out

Gawsworth WI 
Report
In February we had a funny 
and informative talk by Kath 
Reynolds called Goose Grease 
and Brown Paper. 

This was about age old ‘remedies’ 
and ‘cures’, that many of us 
remembered from days gone by.  
Rubbing butter on if you had a 
bump on your head, homemade 
cough mixtures, gargling with 
TCP for a sore throat, to name 
a few. Some of the ‘remedies’ 
mentioned sounded disgusting.
   
Ladies that lunch were off out 
on 13th and there was a walk 
with the walking group on 27th 
February to see the snowdrops at 
Rode Hall.  

Our crafty ladies were at the 
church meeting room on the 
22nd February for chat, crafting 
tea, coffee and biscuits.  The New 
Years lunch at the Golf Club was 
a great success once again and 
enjoyed by everyone.  The Cloud 
Group Spring meeting in 1st May 
and there will be a group of ladies 
modelling fashions from the 
1920’s.  

We meet at the Village Hall on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7 
pm, all are welcome to come and 
join us.

https://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx%3Fpr%3D23/4775M
https://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx%3Fpr%3D23/4783M
https://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx%3Fpr%3D23/4783M
https://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx%3Fpr%3D23/4783M

