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Introduction to the Plan
In late 2015 Gawsworth Parish Councillors held an informal meeting where they discussed
their priorities and aims as the elected representatives of Gawsworth residents. From this, six
core priorities were scoped out and the vision for Gawsworth was developed. The council
sought the views of residents on these priorities and the vision in early 2016.
This plan is a working document and aims to guide the council in its work over the next four
years. It is separate from other plans and will be reviewed regularly to ensure it still represents
the wishes of the parish. It will especially be informed by information gathered as part of the
developing Neighbourhood Plan.
This plan is a statement of intent. However the Parish Council may have to make decisions
contrary to our stated commitment in events such as budget constraints, new legislation or
changes to our policies. Any changes will be reflected in an updated plan.

Introduction to Gawsworth
Gawsworth is a rural parish in the north of Cheshire East with a population of just over 1,700.
It is one of the largest parishes by area in Cheshire East, and the emerging Neighbourhood
Plan identifies three areas; Gawsworth Moss, Gawsworth Village and Gawsworth Rural.
The parish abuts Macclesfield and through this it is set to receive a large area of housing as
part of the Cheshire East Council Local Plan which will increase the population of the parish.
Whilst not universally popular this does present opportunities which could benefit the parish.
Listed as Gouesurde in the Domesday book of 1066, the historic core of the village is a
designated Conservation Area. This part of the village includes the Grade I listed buildings
Gawsworth Old Hall, Gawsworth Rectory and the Church of St James and Grade II* listed
Gawsworth New Hall. The Conservation Area remains a distinctly separate settlement
surrounded by agricultural land. Warren is shown on Victorian tithe maps and rapidly grew in
the 20th century now part of the village.
Gawsworth in 2016 boasts a village hall, primary school, two public houses, two churches
(Methodist and Anglican) each with their own halls, two small public woodlands, a play park
and a community shop saved by the community in 2010. The majority of these facilities are
in Gawsworth Village.

Introduction to the Parish Council
Gawsworth Parish Council was established in 1894 and is the most local level of government
for the residents of Gawsworth. Gawsworth sits within the unitary authority of Cheshire East
Borough Council which replaced the Cheshire County Council and Macclesfield Borough
Council in 2009.
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The Parish Council has few statutory duties but a wide range of powers, bolstered since 2013
when the council adopted the General Power of Competence. The majority of responsibility;
such as for housing, planning, roads and transport belongs to Cheshire East Council.
The Parish Council comprises nine councillors elected by residents every four years. The parish
is split into two wards; Gawsworth Village (village and rural) and Gawsworth Moss which elect
six and three councillors respectively. The last elections were held in 2015 and uncontested
with one vacancy for Gawsworth Moss being filled by co-option. Parish Councillors are unpaid
and receive no allowance for their duties.
The Parish Council meets monthly (except in December) on the second Tuesday of the month.
The Parish Council has recently established two advisory committees to further the
Neighbourhood Plan and Village Hall project.
The Parish Council elects a Chairman and Vice-Chairman annually and appoints its members
to represent the council on a number of bodies. The Parish Council employs a part-time Parish
Clerk who undertakes the administration of the Council.
Gawsworth Park is owned and maintained by the Parish Council and in 2013 the council
purchased and undertook improvements to Nancy’s Wood. The Parish Council also owns the
Pleasance upon which the parish War Memorial, pump and ancient market cross sit. Whilst
the Council is sole trustee to the John Upton Charity, as required by law this is administered
independently of the council and operates as an independent charity. The Parish Council also
owns the land upon which the Scout Hut and Village Hall stands as well as the car park. The
Village Hall is managed by a voluntary management committee on behalf of the Parish
Council. The Parish Council contracts a handyman service which undertakes general
maintenance around the village.
The Parish Council is funded through a precept; collected by Cheshire East Council as part of
the Council Tax on residents. The precept set for 2016/17 is £27,000 which sees a Band D
household paying £33.24 per year to the Parish Council. Additional income is derived through
bank interest and tennis court bookings.
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A Vision for Gawsworth
This plan looks forward to 2020 when:
Gawsworth residents will have pride in living in a tidy and well-cared for parish, connected to
superfast broadband and actively engaged with the Parish Council.
The Parish Council will be a leader within the community, engendering community spirit and
bringing together the various community organisations. Residents will be keen to be involved
with this Parish Council and the 2019 elections will have more candidates standing than seats
available.
Gawsworth residents will have use of one of the best parks in Cheshire with both Gawsworth
Park and Nancy’s Wood providing a range of complimentary facilities. The new village hall will
be suitably equipped to meet the needs of Gawsworth residents and provide a central hub of
activity in the village.
The Gawsworth Neighbourhood Plan will have passed referendum and been made, giving
residents a stronger voice in the planning system and tailoring development to the needs of
the Parish.

Mission Statement
Supporting a strong and vibrant community with a strong sense of community pride.

Strategic Priorities
GPC1 -

Develop and implement a ten-year management strategy for Gawsworth
Park and Nancy’s Wood in consultation with residents.

GPC2 -

Oversee the redevelopment of the Village Hall in consultation with residents.

GPC3 -

Improve communication with residents and maximise engagement between
the Parish Council and the community.

GPC4 -

Improve the standard of maintenance across the parish creating a cleaner
and tidier Gawsworth in which residents can have pride.

GPC5 -

Work with partners to deliver superfast broadband in Gawsworth.

GPC6 -

Lead on the development of a Neighbourhood Plan for Gawsworth.
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Achieving the Priorities
The Parish Council commits to meeting its six core strategic priorities by May 2020. It will do
this by setting annual action plans which the council will monitor throughout each council
year. The Parish Council will review its priorities and action plans regularly to ensure they
represent the wishes of the residents it serves.
The Parish Council will use this strategic plan and the annual action plans as a tool for setting
its budget annually.

Improving Gawsworth Park and Nancy’s Wood
Develop and implement a ten-year management strategy for Gawsworth Park and
Nancy’s Wood in consultation with residents.
Gawsworth Parish Council is proud of its park and has recently (2015) instigated a new
management contract to improve the standards of maintenance. The Parish Council’s
purchase of Nancy’s Wood in 2013 provided a new recreation area for its residents.
Numerous options for improvements at the park have been suggested in the past such as
installing a multi-use games area, improvements to floriculture and installation of new
equipment and facilities for different ages.
The Parish Council recognises that in order to maximise the efficiency of investment a planned
process of improvement is the best approach to take and as such will develop a ten-year
management strategy covering both sites.
To meet this priority the Parish Council will:






Investigate options for acquiring public use of the woodland west of Nancy’s Wood
Undertake consultation with park and woodland users to determine required
improvements
Benchmark Gawsworth Park against facilities elsewhere in Cheshire East
Develop a management strategy for Gawsworth Park
Develop a management strategy for Nancy’s Wood

Through meeting this priority the Parish Council aims to increase the level of community
engagement and sense of ownership of both the park and Nancy’s Woodland. The Council
aims to involve residents and users in management decisions of both spaces. The Parish
Council seeks to ensure that the facilities it offers in both spaces meet the needs and
expectations of park users and that all residents of Gawsworth are served by suitable public
open spaces.

6

Redevelopment of the Village Hall
Oversee the redevelopment of the Village Hall in consultation with residents
In late 2014 a consultation with the parish identified a need for an improved village hall. Some
work has been undertaken to further this already and the Parish Council recognises that
improving the village hall will deliver a range of benefits to the village.
To meet this priority the Parish Council will:






Establish an advisory committee to lead on the project
Undertake thorough community consultation on any proposals
Minimise the impact on the parish precept by maximising external funding sources
Deliver a new hall which meets the needs of the community which funds its own
ongoing management
Review the management arrangement for the Village Hall to ensure it is the most
effective for the new building

Through meeting this priority the Parish Council will secure the future of a key community
asset ensuring that our community organisations and residents have access to a facility which
can host an array of social and community functions.

Improving Communication
Improve communication with residents and maximise engagement between the Parish
Council and the community.
The Parish Council has recognised that in order to effectively represent the wishes of the
parish it serves it needs to ensure a constant open dialogue with its residents. This
commitment extends beyond relying on residents to come to the council with and for
information. The Parish Council has already taken steps to increase its presence in the parish
and will continue to build on this.
To meet this priority the Parish Council will:






Publish reports in each edition of the Parish News magazine highlighting the council’s
activities
Utilise social media and other digital platforms as a means of communicating with
residents
Enhance its website to ensure it offers up-to-date information on the council’s
activities at all times
Publish an Annual Report each April; reviewing the year and reporting on the council’s
achievements
Review the effectiveness of our communications and look for new ideas to maximise
the number of residents we reach
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Develop the Annual Parish Meeting to a key event for the sharing of community news
and engaging the public
Develop a directory of community organisations
Offer greater ties between the council and community organisations through
appointed representatives

Through meeting this priority the Parish Council will have closer ties with the community it
serves. Residents will have a thorough understanding of what the Parish Council does and the
elections in 2019 will be contested due to this greater level of engagement. Residents will feel
that their council serves them well and be actively engaged with the decisions it makes.

Improving maintenance of Gawsworth
Improve the standard of maintenance across the parish creating a cleaner and tidier
Gawsworth in which residents can have pride.
Everyone wants to live in a clean and tidy area and one of the most common concerns the
Parish Council receives relate to matters which detract from this. The Parish Council contracts
a handyman which maintains the council’s facilities and undertakes some roles overlooked by
Cheshire East Council. However, with the reduction in service from Cheshire East Council
there are additional issues cropping up which require attention.
To meet this priority the Parish Council will:



Develop a schedule of the routine maintenance tasks required throughout the year
and across the parish and ensure these are carried out satisfactorily
Identify and tackle any areas of the parish which are not maintained to an acceptable
standard
8





Investigate initiatives which develop and improve the amenity of the parish
Investigate initiatives which develop a sense of place
Organise routine parish litter picks and other initiatives to promote public involvement
in the maintenance of the parish

Through meeting this priority the Parish Council will give its residents a nicer place to live.
There will be a reduction in the number of complaints from residents on the condition of the
parish and Gawsworth will perform strongly in the Cheshire Best Kept Village competition.

Delivering Superfast Broadband
Work with partners to deliver superfast broadband in Gawsworth.
The majority of Gawsworth has consistently been left outside of the main schemes to deliver
superfast broadband across Cheshire leaving residents with slow internet access which is a
block both to enjoyment and homeworking.
To meet this priority the Parish Council will:



Liaise with Connecting Cheshire and other partners to facilitate the delivery of a
suitable, affordable solution to connect Gawsworth to superfast broadband
Support initiatives and suitable planning applications which would facilitate the
delivery of superfast broadband

Delivering a Neighbourhood Plan
Lead on the development of a Neighbourhood Plan for Gawsworth
Neighbourhood Planning was introduced through the Localism Act 2011 to give residents a
greater voice in the planning system. The Parish Council held a public meeting on the idea of
a Neighbourhood Plan in October 2015 where it was hugely supported.
To meet this priority the Parish Council will:





Establish an advisory committee to lead on the Neighbourhood Plan
Apply for funding to minimise the cost of developing the plan
Develop a Neighbourhood Plan
Receive a “Yes” vote in the resultant referendum

Through meeting this priority the Parish Council aims to give residents more of a voice in the
planning of Gawsworth. It hopes to engage residents on a range of issues and will commit to
using the Neighbourhood Plan to influence its decision making both on planning and wider
issues.
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Additional Aims
Outside of the core six priorities the Council highlighted two further achievements it wishes
to reach as part of its strategic plan which contribute to its overall vision and mission.

Improving Road Safety
The Parish contains an array of road types, from narrow country lanes and quiet village streets
to a main arterial road. Residents have reported concerns in a number of areas about road
safety and the Parish Council commits to investigating these further and working with the
borough council as the highways authority to ensure action is taken where possible.
To meet this aim the Parish Council will:



Investigate the concerns of residents and develop a schedule of road safety issues
Work with Cheshire East Council on suitable solutions to tackle the issues and put in
place a programme of delivery

Developing Community Events
Gawsworth already hosts a number of successful community events including the
Pantomime, Rose Queen and numerous events at Gawsworth Hall. However the Parish
Council recognises that there is capacity for additional events to provide opportunities for the
community to get together.
To meet this aim the Parish Council will:




Identify events the community wishes to see hosted within the parish
Support the development of new events by community organisations
Work with partners to deliver new events
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Action Plan
2017/18 Action Plan
ACTION AIM

ACTION

TARGET

17-01

PARK

Develop a management plan for Nancy’s Wood

NOV 2017

17-02

PARK

Develop a management plan for Gawsworth Park

NOV 2017

17-03

HALL

Oversee the refurbishment works to the Village Hall and
work with the Village Hall Management Committee to
determine future additional improvements

DEC 2017

17-04

COMM

Develop a Communications Strategy

SEPT 2017

17-05

MAINT

Create a schedule of maintenance

AUG 2017

17-06

MAINT

Evaluate issues arising from the schedule

SEPT 2017

17-07

PLAN

Complete a Draft Neighbourhood Plan for consultation

OCT 2017

17-08

EVENTS Consult on what events the Parish wishes to see

MAR 2018
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