Gawsworth

Neighbourhood Plan

Emerging Policies
Consultation

Complete the survey by 30th April.

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
In short it is a way that local people can influence planning and development within their area. It
aligns with the Cheshire East Local Plan as part of the development plan for an area. The
Neighbourhood Plan cannot prevent development but looks to ensure that it meets specific
local policies. Ultimately it is put to a referendum for adoption by a community and once adopted
Cheshire East Council must consider it when making a planning decision.

What has happened since the last survey?
In 2016 we had our first survey on the Neighbourhood Plan this helped us write a vision and
objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan, which we then consulted on in January 2017. Since then
we held consultation events to help us develop our emerging policy ideas.

What is ‘Gawsworth Village’ and
‘Gawsworth Moss’
Gawsworth Village is the area which contains the Village and Scout Halls, School, Churches and
Gawsworth Hall. It includes Church Lane, Dark Lane etc. Gawsworth Moss is the area around the
Rising Sun, including Penningtons Lane, Sussex Avenue and part of Manley Road. In the
Neighbourhood Plan we consider that LPS15 is part of Gawsworth Moss. All other areas are ‘Rural
Gawsworth’.

What is LPS15?
LPS15 is a strategic site allocated for around 300 houses and 10 hectares of employment land in
the Cheshire East Local Plan (see map which shows where it is in relation to the rest of Gawsworth
Moss). The Neighbourhood Plan cannot change this but will seek to ensure it is developed to fit in
with the Moss area.

Development
The policies in this section apply principles to a broad range of potential development in
Gawsworth. They set out a series of ‘tests’ that must be met for development to be considered
acceptable.

Policy G1 - Development
The Neighbourhood Plan will support appropriate development which accords with Green Belt and
other Neighbourhood Plan policies provided it:
a)
b)
c)

Will not significantly contribute to traffic congestion on the A536
Provides safe access to and from the site
Provides safe access to and from local amenities within half a mile of the site

Policy G2 - Gawsworth Village Design Guidance
New buildings, extensions and alterations within Gawsworth Village should comply with the following
design criteria:
a)
b)
c)

Houses will be one or two storey detached, semi-detached homes with sufficient spaces
between them or terraced cottages
Houses will have front gardens with off road parking
The design and appearance of new buildings, including building height, should accord with the
surrounding built environment.

Policy G3 - Gawsworth Moss Design Guidance
New housing, extensions and alterations within Gawsworth Moss should comply with the following
design criteria:
a)
b)
c)

Houses should predominantly be bungalows and semi-detached two storey houses with
sufficient spaces between
Houses should have pitched roofs and constructed to complement the brick or rendered
elevations of the existing neighbourhood and the height of buildings should accord with
surrounding built environment
New roads should be wide enough to support on road parking areas and incorporate wide grass
verges; houses should not be built to the edge of the roads.

Policy G4 - Conversion of Farm Buildings
The conversion of traditional farm buildings to residential or businesses uses will be supported if it does
not detrimentally affect the rural character of the area and or result in a significant increase in traffic.
Hazards to non-motorised road users arising from an increase in vehicle numbers where agricultural
buildings are converted to residential or commercial use will need to be taken into consideration

Policy G5 - Preservation of Key Vistas
Development should not detrimentally affect key views as identified in this plan.
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Policy G6 - Building Quality
New houses should be designed to high standards as set out in the “Housing Quality Indicators”
published by the National Affordable Homes Trust (2008) or any subsequent update.

Policy G7 - Sustainability
Development should incorporate, where possible, energy and water efficient and sustainable design
principles to minimise energy and water consumption.

Policy G8 - Business Development
Appropriate development to support the economy in Gawsworth will be supported.
Development that provides for businesses in Gawsworth will be supported unless it:
a)
b)
c)
d)

would result in a significantly detrimental increase in traffic
is of unsuitable design for the rural area
would cause unmitigated environmental harm
would significantly detrimentally affect the character of the area

Policy G9 - Brownfield Development
Brownfield Development will be supported on the condition that it does not significantly detrimentally
impact the character of the area and does not result in a significant increase in traffic.

Policy G10 - Settlement Boundary
The integrity of the Gawsworth Village Settlement Boundary and the setting of Gawsworth within the
Green Belt will be preserved; development which significantly impacts this will be resisted.
Any development supported by this Neighborhood Plan should mitigate any detrimental effects on the
rural setting of the parish.

Policy G11 - Community Facilities
Improvements to existing, and the development of new, community facilities will be supported.
The loss of community facilities will be resisted.

Policy G12 - Telecommunications
Access to high speed internet should be incorporated within any new development.
Improvements to broadband speed and mobile signal will be supported subject to mitigation for any
significant detrimental effects to the rural character of the area

The Environment
The policies in this section focus on the environment of Gawsworth which covers both the
natural and built environment.

Policy E1 - Off Road Parking
To reduce surface run-off and allow water absorption, new development shall incorporate permeable
surfaces in areas of hard standing.

Policy E2 - Trees
To retain and enhance the rural character of the area:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

!

Tell us which historic
hedgerows should be
protected.

Mature trees should be retained in developments and the felling of healthy trees will be
resisted.
At least one tree should be planted for every net increase of two houses.
Where a tree is to be felled it should be replaced by a suitable species
Historic hedgerows will be protected
The planting of roadside trees and hedgerows is encouraged

It is preferred that trees planted are native to the UK and that a mix of species is used.

Policy E3 - Green Spaces
Existing green spaces should be protected.
Where possible all new development should contribute to the delivery of public open space and
incorporate green space within the landscaping of a scheme.

Policy E4 - Building for Wildlife
Bat roosts, bird boxes and other wildlife features shall be designed into buildings.
To promote and preserve wildlife, development should also incorporate as many of the following as
appropriate:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Wildflower verges along roads and formal open spaces
Sustainable urban drainage, swales and raingardens
Features and Corridors to help invertebrates, reptiles and hedgehogs and other mammals
Wildlife friendly green roofs and walls
Wildlife permeable boundaries between gardens and open space
Intepretation panels to help people understand the needs of wildlife and the environment

Policy E5 - Conservation Area
Proposals in or adjacent to the Gawsworth Conservation Area shall be designed to positively enhance
the character of the area and shall take into consideration the key attributes as identified in the
Conservation Area Appraisal.

Policy E6 - Dark Skies Policy
A dark skies policy will resist the introduction of new streetlighting across the parish except where
required for safety.

Policy E7 - Heritage Assets
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Significant value will be given to designated and non-designated heritage assets.
All new development is to consider heritage assets and their setting and demonstrate how schemes
protect, and where appropriate enhance, such features. Additional buildings may be recommended for
the local list.

LPS15

These policies apply to the strategic development site at Gawsworth Moss.

Policy L1 - LPS15
In addition to the general policies of this plan, the following should be included in LPS15
a) New footpaths which seek to link to existing Public Rights of Way
b) Allotment gardens
The design of LPS15 should facilitate a network of open green spaces including a neighbourhood park
being accessible to all and connected to footpaths and rights of way.

Policy L2 - Employment Land
The development of the employment land must not affect the residential amenity of the residential
area through:
a)
b)
c)
d)

restrictions on operating hours
Ensuring sufficient off-road is provided to prevent parking in residential streets
Incorporating appropriate landscaping, visual and acoustic buffers
Buildings should be designed to harmonise with the surrounding residential area

Transport
These polices seek to ensure that walking, cycling and riding routes are considered as part of
development and that access to the countryside is preserved.

Policy T1 - Non-Motorised Road Users
The needs of non-motorised users must be taken into account in all traffic planning, but especially in
relation to rural lanes and roads. Measures to be taken to ensure this may include, for example,
separation of non-motorised users from vehicular traffic where possible, improvements to signage, or
means of speed reduction.

Policy T2 - Cycling Infrastructure
Where appropriate, development should incorporate cycling infrastructure to encourage cycling as a
form of transport; this should include cycle lanes and covered cycle parking. New roads should
encourage cycling by their layout and features and seek opportunities to connect to the existing cycle
network.

Policy T3 - Pedestrians
Where appropriate, development should incorporate infrastructure to encourage walking as a form of
transport including providing facilities for those with accesibility requirements.

Policy T4 - Public Rights of Way
Access to the countryside will be promoted through protection and maintenance of the existing public
Right of Way (PROW) network, its enhancement where possible, and the safety of users of rural roads
and lanes.
Any development which leads to the loss or degradation of any PROW will not be permitted other than
in very special circumstances. Proposals to divert PROWs should provide clear and demonstrable
benefits for the wider community.

Policy T5 - Horse Riders
Where appropriate development should provide safe routes and facilities for horse riders

Aspirations
As the Neighbourhood Plan must focus on planning and development matters there are some
areas where we are unable to have binding policies. To ensure they are covered by the plan we
have set out these aspirations to guide developers, the Parish Council and Cheshire East Council.

Aspiration 1: Footpaths and Bridleways
Footpaths, bridleways and Public Rights of Way will be well maintained, protected and extended. We
will encourage the modification of stiles to allow easier access for less agile people and dogs.

Aspiration 2: Pavements
Pavements should be provided in populated areas.
The Pavement along the A536 to Macclesfield should be improved to increase accessibility of use.

Aspiration 3: Cycle Routes
The continued maintenance and visibility of signs to alert other road users to the Sustrans routes 55
and 70 would be encouraged.

Aspiration 4: Parking
Measures to control car parking around the school and the provision of alternative parking
arrangements will be supported.

Aspiration 5: Road Safety
Measures to reduce the volume, speed and weight of motor traffic on all B and undesignated roads will
be supported.

Aspiration 6: A536
Improvements to the ease of crossing and to otherwise improve safety on the A536 will be encouraged.

