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Gawsworth is set to celebrate 
the festive season in style this 
year. 

The village was lit up on 29th 
November in a rejuvenated 
celebration led by The Friends of 
Gawsworth School. Elijah Jessop 
won a colouring competition for 
the cover of the song sheet and 
earned the honour of switching 
on our lights.  Our wonderful 
school choir and Beartown Ukes 
provided the entertainment 
and our WI, Gawsworth Hub, 
the Village Hall committee and 
the Parish Council supported 
the event.  Special thanks this 
year to Libby’s Patch Farm, our 
local Christmas Tree provider, 
who took over responsibility for 
supplying and erecting our tree 
on the Pleasance and also at 
Penningtons Lane Green.

Christmas Tree Festival 

The opening ceremony is 
Friday 5th December at 6.00pm 
performed by the Gawsworth 
Rose Queen.  Then the festival 
is open from Saturday 6th to 
Sunday 14th December 11.00am 
to 4.30pm with evening openings 
Tuesday 9th and Thursday 11th 
6:30pm to 8:30pm. 

An amazing display of Christmas 
trees, beautiful decorations and 
a Market Stall with handmade 
gifts plus refreshments, Gift Stall 

This Christmas  
in Gawsworth

& Bottle Bola all available in the 
Church Hall.

Santa in the Hub   

13th & 20th December. See 
Santa in his fairy tale wonderland 
log cabin. £4 - Includes a gift 
from Santa and a certificate for 
everyone.

Festive Afternoon Tea 

At the Hub on  Tuesday 9th 
December & Friday 12th 
December.  2pm until 4pm. All 
food homemade with vegetarian 
options. £20 per person includes 
a glass of Fizz. 

Farm Reared Turkeys

Last orders 10th December from 
the Hub

St James Church Services

Sunday 21st December 4pm 
Carol Service. 

Christmas Eve 4pm Children’s 
Crib Service and 11pm Midnight 
Mass.  

Christmas Day Thursday 25th 
December 10am Sung Holy 
Communion.

Methodist Church Services 

21st December 10:30am Carol 

Service 

25th December 10:30am 
Christmas Day Service

Carol Service 

at the Harrington Arms in aid of 
East Cheshire Hospice. Monday 
22nd December 7:30pm.

New Year’s Eve Party

Wednesday 31st December 
7:30pm at Gawsworth Village 
Hall.  

Ros Price’s Buffet Deinner served 
at 8:30pm. Test your knowledge 
to win the popular Vaudrey’s quiz 
and win mediocre prices on the 
raffle. DJ Ian Barker will get you 
dancing into 2026 in style. BYOB 
- and don’t forget your glasses. 
£12.50 per person, tickets from 
the Hub,



Vandalism fails to dampen 
Scarecrow Trail success

Gawsworth Hub is bursting with 
Christmas cheer this December, 
offering an exceptional range of 
festive foods, gifts, and seasonal 
events for the whole community 
to enjoy.

Our shop is fully stocked 
with everything you need for 
Christmas hampers or for adding 
something special to your festive 
table. You’ll find:

• Fruits of the Forage chutneys 
and jams

• Minters Foods seasonal 
offerings, including their delicious 
Turkey Gravy with Cranberry, 
Goose Fat, and  Beef Dripping. 

• A wide choice of Mrs 
Darlington’s jams and pickles

In addition, check out the super 
range of readymade Hampers.

The Hub is also excited to offer 
a bespoke range of Christmas 

your life.

Turkey orders now being taken

Pop in to order your  Platt’s Farm 
reared turkeys from the Hub with 
a £20 deposit to secure your 
delivery on the 23rd of December.   
Price just £5.50 per pound.  

Last orders taken on December 
10th, so be quick!

Gifts for Every Budget

The shelves are filled with 
carefully chosen Christmas 
gifts from the East of India Gift 
Company, including beautiful 
ornaments, bags, coasters, 
keepsake hearts, photo frames, 
and more. With a wide range of 
prices, there’s truly something for 
everyone.

Of course, they also have plenty 
of Christmas cards, wrapping 
paper, and festive cheer 
throughout the Hub.

confectionery, from budget 
friendly stocking fillers to 
luxurious artisan chocolates. 

New this year are the exquisite, 
handcrafted chocolates from 
Happy Cow Chocolate Company, 
Gawsworth’s own award-winning 
chocolatier. This third-generation 
family business brings passion, 
creativity, and farming heritage 
into every box. 

Their very first creation - 
handmade blonde chocolate - 
was an instant hit, and their range 
continues to grow. The Hub is 
proud to stock their  
top-end 32-piece chocolate 
selection for £35 - an indulgent 
gift made right here in the village.

To add even more sparkle to 
your celebrations, the Hub also 
has award-winning Forest Gin 
and Forest Whisky available at 
a special price of £50 per bottle 
(down from £55). A perfect gift 
for the gin or whisky enthusiast in 

The scarecrow trail ran from the 
end of October into November 
so missed the November 
Gazette.  

The scarecrows were some of 
the best ever and the sight and 
sound of excited children was a 
joy to Gawsworth residents. Over 
£600 was raised for the Friends of 
Gawsworth School.

The not so good news  is that 
families who had worked so hard 
to create their scarecrows were 
devastated to find that on both 
Saturday nights of the trail several 

scarecrows had been either 
stolen or vandalised.  

One comment was “Very sad I 
didn’t think anything like this 
could happen in our village 
mindless vandalism can’t imagine 
how anyone could get pleasure 
from this”.  The police were 
informed and asked residents to 
report incidents using 101.  

Undeterred, families rapidly 
repaired or replaced their 
scarecrows and the fun 
continued.

Festive Delights 
at Gawsworth Hub



At the November Parish Council meeting, new 
councillor Sophie Hollinshead was welcomed to 
the council.

For a number of months, the council has been 
discussing how to improve the Christmas display 
at Penningtons Lane - a major challenge has been 
the lack of power to provide lights and after a little 
bit of chasing, the council finally had a quote from 
Cheshire East Council to install a power supply.  
Whilst it required a significant investment, the 
council agreed to commission the installation of 
a power column to enable the proper illumination 
of a Christmas Tree in this area in 2026 and many, 
many years beyond. 

Turning to the park, the specification for a new 
sign to be installed at the community orchard was 
agreed. The new interpretation panel will map the 
trees, identify the different varieties and provide 
more information on the orchard and natural 
environment. It will be installed in the spring. 

The meeting reviewed the first draft of the 2026/27 
council budget. A final budget will be prepared for 
January, and the council is looking at a modest 2% 
increase on the precept.

The Parish Council does not meet in December, the 
next meeting is Tuesday 13th January at 7:30pm in 
the Village Hall. 

Gawsworth 
Parish Council

Tree Pruning Workshop
Do you know how to prune fruit 
trees in the winter? Do you want 
to?

On January 31st, Gawsworth 
Parish Council has arranged an 
orchard expert to lead a pruning 
workshop in the community 
orchard.

Dan Hasler, of the Manchester 
Fruit Tree CoOp, will lead the 
engaging workshop where you’ll 
learn Dan’s 5-Ds of pruning, 
how to make the right cuts and 
the importance of pruning to 
maximising yield from the fruit 
trees.

The workshop is free, in return 
you’ll be helping to prune the 
trees within the community 
orchard.

The workshop takes place on 
Saturday 31st January at 1:30pm. 

All tools are provided and its 
suitable for beginners - no 
experience is necessary. Over 16s 
only (under 16s may accompany 
an adult).

The workshop will be limited to 
15. To book a space, please email 
clerk@gawsworthpc.org.uk.

Shop Opening Hours
Monday 	      08:00 – 13:30
Tuesday 	      08:00 – 13:30
Wednesday 	      08:00 – 13:30
Thursday 	      08:00 – 16:00
Friday 	      08:00 – 16:00
Saturday 	      08:00 – 13:00
Sunday	      08:00 – 10:30



Works to footpath 
wall completed 
Cheshire East Highways has 
completed works to repair the 
retaining wall along Congleton 
Road.

A section of the stone wall 
collapsed into Gawsworth Park 
in November 2023 with the area 
being fenced off for just under 
two years.

A section of the wall has been 
rebuilt and the work was finished 
by installing a new section 
of footpath (pictured) which 
replaced a very overgrown and 
crumbling section of pavement.

Thank you to Cheshire East 
Highways for their hard and 
skilful work.

Village car park  
repaired and lined
November also saw Gawsworth 
Parish Council arrange works at 
the village car park.

The entrance to the car park had 
deteriorated and gave visitors 
to the halls and park a bumpy 
entrance. A large patch was laid 
to smooth things back out. A 
smaller pothole at the back of the 
village hall was also repaired.

A couple of weeks later, the car 
park was relined. The car park 
retains its one way system, now 
clearer with some fresh arrows. 

The disabled parking bays have 
been moved to the back of the 
building, closer to the accessible 
entrance to the village hall, and 
the entrance to the parks and 
scout hall. 

Gawsworth in Bloom 
2025 successes 
The Gawsworth Gardeners 
have been working to make 
Gawsworth Bloom in 2025.

Marion Oliver said “The year has 
presented challenges with the 
weather, but the green areas of 
Gawsworth have coped with the 
extremes of cold, heat, wind and 
rain.”

Achievements from the group 
include:

1. Purchasing and installing 
a shed in the park near the 
community garden, funded by 

the Parish Council

2. Planting, maintenance, 
weeding and harvesting of 
the Community Garden raised 
vegetable beds, the adjacent 
flower bed and the Pleasance. 

3. Construction and planting of 
three large plant containers on 
the Congleton Road with shrubs, 
herbaceous perennials, summer 
bedding and bulbs.

4. Recruitment of Gawsworth 
residents to water these during 
the summer months.

5. Purchase and planting of 250 
snowdrop and 250 anemone 
bulbs on the Memorial Green

6. Purchase and planting of 1000 
daffodil bulbs along Church Lane, 
on the triangle at Penningtons 
Lane and next to the Hub.

7.Clearing and tidying the pupils’ 
garden at Gawsworth Primary 
School.

8. Liaison with a representative of 
the residents around Pennington 
Lane.

“We are looking forward to seeing 
how they fare over the winter 
and what 2026 brings. Fingers 
are crossed for a good display of 
spring bulbs” Marion added.


